


A Word From Our Chairman — Mr. Roy Yu

The new ex-co has been elected in the A.G.M. in Nov, 1977. But the proposed cabinet
then comprised six members only; the remaining officers were immediately co-opted by the
ex-co. And thereby a full cabinet is finally established.

The proposed cabinet (6 members only) was formed in a short period. Someone may
query : what made it so difficult to form a full cabinet? Well, I guess the answer is the want

of helping hands.

For an association to be effectively administered, there must be sufficient number
of call-members who are willing to assist in organization work. An ex-co, though composed
of talented and competent administrators, without the help and encouragement of call-
members, could hardly attain its desirable goal.

We all know that the course of organizing a good association could never run smooth if
you remain lukewarm. And if you refuse to lend us helping hands, either physically
(organizing work or participating in functions) or spiritually (advice and comments), there
is a latent fear that the forthcoming session will be a complete fiasco.

I foresee that the tasks of the Law Association are fraught with difficulties. Yet, I am
both delighted and enlivered to see that the functions lately organized by us (namely
B. B. Q., the forthcoming Christmas Party and The Inter-Yr Sports Meeting) have aroused
quite a number of call-members who show their fervour and enthusiasm in planning and
arranging each item. And here I would like to extend my warmest regards and thanks to all
of them.

The Ex-co finds it extremely encouraging to have about 60 law student participated in
the B.B.Q. (everyone was thoroughly entertained) That means a success for all of us. None-
theless, I do hope such spirit and impetus can be maintained throughout the year.

Traditionally, only one half students of the Law Department joined the Association.
This year is no exception. I think the main reason is that non-members can also enjoy the
facilities provided for the members (e.g. drinking and telephone facilities). Again, one may
ask: Why be a member?

The Ex-co has no intention to make a demarcation between members and non-
members. But we are only an association and the scope of service is quited limited. There-
fore, we have to give priority of our service to the members and reduce all subsidies towards
non-members in functions. Hence, I hope that all of you will join our Association so as to
widen the spectrum of our service. Remember that we would like everyone to share the fun
and happiness that we prepare and it is our pleasure to work for all the students.

Besides, we sincerely invite all past students to join us as associated members for there
is a close link between the present law students and the legal practitioners or alumni and it
is our wish to foster our relationship in a better position.

Finally, intent on maintaining again or emulating the success of the part. Ex-cos, we
cordially welcome your help and criticism; and we will strive for our best to achievement.
Let us hope the spirit of our Association and the Law Department is always unflagging and
unfailing.

I sincerely wish everyone good luck in the years to come.



FOCUS

\NHO ARE WNE?2__________

Althought the Law Department has been established for a number of years, the es-
tablishment on the 5th floor of the Knowles Building seems to remain a mystery to many
other University students. Law students are reported to be conjured up as misanthropic
hermits, upholders of justice as prospective lawyers, or even Law Encyclopaedia. Who,
actually, are we in the eyes of non-Law students? And more fundamentally speaking, who
are we? These and other similar issues have been reflected upon in previous issues of the
Law Media. However, this Editorial Board is of the opinion that a more systematic and a
letter-organized attempt is needed to deal with the issue. This article has been written with
aim of tracing the image of law students from opinions and personal view points held by
Law and non-Law students, which are acquired by way of informal interviews and personal
contact. This general survey cannot be said to be entirely comprehensive, but it seeks to
convey an undistorted and objective picture.

4,0,0607’ SRt .. ... proud, polite gentlemen and

intelligent, attractive ladies . .. ......

It is generally recognised that law students are among the most polite students in the
University. However, a few interviewees describe our politeness as ‘cold politeness’. (Well,
how many degrees below the freezing point?) Our boys are said to be well-dressed gentle-
men and our girls are described as ‘eye-catching and attractive ladies and noticeable users
of make-up’. However, some of these ideas are over-generalised. Many law students would
prefer to be described as ‘decently dressed’. In fact, most of us prefer to dress casually. One
of our girls, in response to the comment on the use of make-up says, ‘I think many girls
appreciate the usefulness of light make-up because it covers up those tired lines and our
pale complexion which result from constant hard work and insufficient sleep. This is es-
pecially true when examinations approach. But generally we feel a girl should make an
effort to make herself look pleasant and tidy. I can see no reason why a girl should sit all
day in the library and sweat away at her work, looking sloppy when she can take the trouble
to dress up slighthy making life a little less dull.’

The writer is of the opinion that one of the most prominent features in a university is
that students have a considerable degree of freedom and personal discretion in choosing to
follow their own life styles, both in the acadamic and non-academic aspects. Jeans, safari,
suits of excellent cutting, make-up may well contribute to the variety and diversity of
university life, which we respect and enjoy.



It seemed that previously students with average or poor matriculation results were able
to enter the department if their interviews had been successful. However, some of us feel
that the A-level results of students entering the department are higher now. In fact a first
year student said that before she entered the department, she thought that students study-
ing law only did so because no other faculty would accept them and that they were not
really interested in studying law at all.

But now that she is in the department, she realises that these people only form a small
percentage.

As for those whose matriculation results were disappointing, they may be glad to know
that many of us feel that A-level results are unreliable and often students of poor results
do quite well in the department. :

What about studying law itself? Does it change a person’s personality and outlook?
Most of us feel that studying law develops our minds and logical thinking. A few of us think
that it makes a person very pragmatic. One student said, ‘“This is a very subjective opinion,
but it seems that some of us tend to be critical and analytical, often we cannot accept ideas
or opinions at face value, always thooming doubt on what others have to say, ‘‘some find
the work challenging and thought-provoking, but express pity that there seems to be so
little time for other activities.

Some students find that there is a ‘drive’ within them which makes them want to do
well and improve. This ‘drive’ spurs them on and makes them accept hard work more
readily. The reasons for the existence of this ‘‘propelling force’’ may be the interest of the
student in the subject, or the way in which the lecturer explains the topic. But sometimes
this ‘drive’ wears off and many students experience a period of time during which they
feel they can no longer work and must go out and enjoy themselves, forgetting all about
their work for the time being.

10 condude. ...

The writer would like to conclude the focus with:

“Almighty God, the giver of wisdom, without whose help resolutions are vain without
whose blessing study is ineffectual; enable me, if it be thy will, to attain such knowledge
as may quelify me to direct the doubtful, and instruct the ignorant; to prevent wrongs and
terminate contentions; and grant that I may use that knowledge which I shall attain to thy
glory and my own salvation, for Jesus Christ’s sake, Amen”’

Samuel Johnson
“Prayer before the study of Law”



AND SO THE FIRST TERM HAS PASSED AWAY

This is going to be one of the shortest essays I have ever written. For here I am writing
not to tell how much I can tell about something, but to explain why I have so little to tell.

The first term of my first year as a law student has slipped away peacefully and
silently. It has been a new experience, of course, but not an exciting or a very memorable
one. And it has been so short, so transient, that it seems difficult to grasp and to feel its full
impact. Perhaps I have not been sensitive enough. Perhaps emotional insensitivity is an
element in the atmosphere of a place of learning and intellectual height. I do not know.
All I know is that it has been like a dreamy and muted piece of music, and that it has now
come to a little pause.

Have I been very happy? I do not think so. But neither have I been unhappy. Up to
this point, I am still fortunate enough to say that the law is not too bad a choice for me,
and I have nothing to regret. Certainly it is a different field, dissimiliar to all that I have
studied before, but I think it is a challenge I can accept. Happy are those who find it more

interesting than anything they have studied in secondary school. Two subjects in the
University — Law and Architecture — are very remote from Matriculation syllabuses. I
know people who find these more suitable for them than anything they have known before.
One cannot but feel happy for them.

The fear of study discontinuance is a shadow that looms before us, first year students.
But what can one do but accept it as a fact to live with and face it the best way one can?
I am not a firm believer in predestination, but I believe destiny does play a determining role
in our lives. One cannot be what one is not. Life is a mystery and it is full of hidden paths.
Who really knows where he is going to? I shall go my way today, as I see it today, and I
shall go my way tomorrow, as I see it tomorrow.

Time passes so quickly when one works and concentrates. Day in the Library come
and go. Many a morning I chase the sun and try to catch its morning warmth as I walk
up the sloping path to the Knowles Building. In the cold light of the street lamps I follow
my shadow home. The sun rises and the sun sets. And a day in my life has passed in the
midst of books. This kind of life can be said to be monotonous. But it is not sour, neither
is it sweet. And so we live, and so we breathe, and so we spend our beautiful days. Quietly
and courageously, we are sailing forward into the boundless future. We create and write
the stories of the days of our lives in diligence and in hope.

And so when I look into the past two months and find that I have not much to re-
member except a little portion of law, I do not think it matters. Yet there is something I am
still trying to find. Here we are, a faculty of law, concentrated at the fifth floor of the
Knowles Building. Is there any common identity among us? Friends and acquaintances,
lecturers and students — is there anything they share in common, other than the familiarity
with the subjects of law? There we are, brought together by the forces of circumstance,
but there is the meaning behind this? Where is our common goal and where is our common
destiny? Where lies our bondage to one another, and where lies our unity? This I want to
find. This I want to feel.

So this is all I want to and can write about my first term. Here I look forward to the



PKfSOﬂd/ll‘y ...... Llf() Slylf) ...... prospective upholders of Justice, . . . ..

diligent and industrious students constantly burning the Mid-night
oil

Law students are regarded as hermits and avid readers of law books. This is to a large
extent ture: in fact, law students would like to make full use of the library facilities avail-
able at our Law Library — one of the best-equipped Law Libraries in Far Eastern
Universities Law Schools. However, some of our schoolmates do like to pursve their studies
elsewhere. Law students, like most of the other University students, are avid readers of
book. In fact, it cannot be denied that reading of text-books and other reference materials
remain the most important method by which knowledge is acquired.

One interviewee expresses the opinion that Law students are ‘aloof, snobbish and self-
assertive. These certainly are very subjective views and the writer hopes that no true malice
is meant. Law students are trained to develop their abilities in analytical thinking and objec-
tive reasoning, taking every material fact into consideration. This training, valuable both as a
purpose for university education and as tools for future professional practice, has been in-
corporated into our personalities. In any real life situations, law students are therefore ob-
jective observers and, to their best, impartial judges. Hence, law students are critical of sub-
jective views and reluctant to commit deeply into any doctrine or ideology.

In the Law Department, all students share an equal status and the idea of ‘seniority’
is not prominent among them. There is no sharp distinction drawn between ‘serious’ and
‘ereenhorns’. In fact, a first year student says that she has not yet met a Law Student
who has been snobbish and domineering. Let’s hope it stays that way.

Many students comment that law students feel themselves to be ‘superior’. The writer
would prefer the word ‘confident’. As university students, both law students and non-law
students should feel confident as in their academic pursuits and in extra-curricular ac-
tivities. Perhaps, the prospect of entering into a socially reputable and stable profession gives
them a greater sense of achievement in their academic success towards that particular goal.

SpOI‘ IS ...... defeats give impetus to fresh Effort . ... ..

Most interviewees are of the opinion that law students are generally not very good
sportsman. This is understandable; our heavy work load and the great pressure of exam-
inations discourage frequent participation in sports and similar physical exercises.

Howevers the ‘truth’ is the days when we lose entirely and notoriously are gone. A
glance through our recent issues of Bulletin sports results will lead to a realization of a
contrary view. Most of us have taken note of recent improvements and ‘new blood’ of the
first year strike flashing success occasionally. In fact, some of our boys and girls are first-
rate sportsmen and are well-known in the university sports ground. Of course, they form
a minority in the law Department.



The present situation is still one of difficulty of finding people to participate in the
events, being aggravated by the problem of finding people to cheer for our teams. Usually,
during the Ist and 2nd terms, the Ist year and 2nd year students are enthusiastic and often
form cheering teams. But gradually it means off and our teams are left to play without an
audience. The problem again is due to our heavy workload and the age-old reluctance in
sacrificing our time.

Other Extr = Curricular Activities  iaewan

The Law Department used to be situated at Caine Road, as a result it existed more as a
separate entity and was segregated from the Students’ Union. But now that we are right in
the centre of Campus, there is greater opportunity for interaction between our department
and the Union. Yet all of us know that response is still poor. Most of us feel that mainly it
is due to our work, which makes great demand on our time. Perhaps it may be our lack of
interest in participating in Union activities which are organized by students with a different
trend of thinking. Some feel that the Law Department is so small that it will have no in-
fluence within the Union even if more of us participated, whereas others adopt a frank
approach and admit that they prefer to relax and enjoy themselves in their leisure time,
rather than to indulge in discussion of topics such as ‘life in China’ or related issues. More-
over, because of our studies in law, most of us view metters from a different angle and tend
to adopt a legal point of view which makes it difficult to communicate with students of
other faculties.

Héwever, students of other faculties may also find it difficult to communicate or
converse with our students because very often, we incorporate legal terms and jargons

‘into our conversations, e.g. damages, consideration, G.B.H. etc. These terms which are
meaningless to other students give them a feeling that we are using them to impress others

and to assert our superiority as potential lawyers. Therefore although we may derive great
enjoyment form saying these terms, they may be quite offensive to other students.

Most of us find that we are more attentive to legal issues in the current news than to
other areas. This is only natural; however it also leads to the result that gradually we lose
touch of areas of social concern and our scope of general knowledge is narrowed down.

St lldl&f ..... industry and persevérance .....

All of us realize there is great pressure and competition in the Department. This is
particularly true in the Ist year, where freshmean bear repeated stories of how previous
students brave failed their exams and have been discontinued. Although the lecturers insist
that there is no fixed quota of students failing each year, most students work very hard,
with the fear of failing lurking in the back of their minds.



second term, and, indeed, to our whole future in HKU. I hope I can be part of it, and not
just use it, and be a university student, not just a law student. If only we can join together in -
search of the depths and riches of life, as well as the heights and treasures of
knowledge . . . ..

Aeon
8-12-1977.
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Executive Committee of Law Association.

Chairman : Mr. Roy Yu

Vice-Chairman : Mr. Edward Fung.
General Secretary : Mr. Peter Man
Social Convenor : Miss Connie Tsui
External Secretary : Mr. Denis Lau
Publication Secretary : Mr. Ronnie Tang
Sports Captain : Mr. Jason Cheng.
Treasurer : Miss Teresa Cheung
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Mr. Ronnie Tang
Mr. Stephan Lau
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Mr. Danny Ng
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Mr. Tong Keng Yee
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Mr. Anthony Kwan
Mr. Kenneth Yeung
Mr. Winston Leung
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